
Transparency 
Mini-Trial Activity
Roles to be Played

Judge:  The judge must see that both sides have a fair chance to present their 
cases. The judge should not interrupt or dominate the proceedings.  After 
both sides have presented their case, the judge makes a decision based on the 
evidence presented.

Defendant:  This person is being sued by the plaintiff.  S/he has received a 
summons from the court and is probably appearing against his/her will.  S/he 
listens to the accusation and then either tries to prove it untrue or gives 
reasons to justify his/her actions.

Plaintiff:  This person has accused the defendant of doing or not doing 
something which s/he thinks is unfair.  S/he is the one who has asked the court 
to hear the case.  In Small Claims Court the plaintiff is asking the judge to 
make the defendant pay him/her an amount of money (maximum of $5,000).  The 
plaintiff speaks to the judge first, once the trial begins.


